
Edwina Hart AM

Minister for Economy, Science and Transport 

Welsh Government

Dear Edwina

27 October 2015

Request for information to inform scrutiny of Draft Budget 2016-17

Thank you for agreeing to attend the Enterprise and Business Committee meeting 
on 14 January at 2.00pm to discuss the Welsh Government’s Draft Budget for 
2016-17.  

In advance of the meeting we would like to be provided with the individual Budget 
Expenditure Lines for your portfolio which are relevant to our Committee.

Programme for Government commitments

With regard to the Programme for Government commitments within your 
portfolio, and which are relevant to the remit of this Committee, we would 
appreciate information in relation to:

 Details of the costs associated with the Programme for Government 
commitments during 2016-17 and/or any work being undertaken to assess 
such costs;

 Whether these commitments are deliverable within the available portfolio 
budget and details of any areas where affordability is a concern; and

 Information relating to how the delivery of the commitments in your 
portfolios and their associated outcomes will be monitored and evaluated to 
demonstrate value for money.



Key policies 

Following on from our scrutiny of your draft budget last year, we would 
particularly like to receive information on the following policies and issues:  

Transport

 How the budget supports delivery of local transport plans;

 Details of any provision made in the draft budget for work on the M4 around 
Newport;

 An update on the review of Trunk Road Agents and wider efforts to improve 
value for money in motorway and trunk road maintenance and improvement 
in the light of the Public Accounts Committee’s 2015 report.

 How the draft budget makes provision for delivery of the Active Travel 
(Wales) Act 2013;

 Your approach to ensuring transport in Wales benefits from the opportunities 
provided by private investment, innovative funding sources and EU funding, 
particularly the Connecting Europe Facility, during the period of the draft 
budget; ; 

 How the draft budget provides for: 

- investment in rail infrastructure and services, including Valleys Lines 
Electrification;

- Investment in Metro (other than Valleys Electrification);
- Investment in bus and community transport infrastructure and services, 

including provision for the All Wales Concessionary Fares Scheme and 
mytravelpass.

Economy and Science

 Access Broadband Cymru scheme

 Superfast Cymru scheme

 City Regions

 Enterprise Zones, Local Growth Zones, and Business Improvement Districts

 Wales Economic Growth Fund

 Business Rates

 Export support

 Inward Investment support

 Support for social enterprise

 Partnership for Growth – The Welsh Government’s Tourism strategy

 Each of the remaining priority sectors



 Science for Wales, and the Sêr Cymru programme

 The recommendations of the Welsh Language and Economic Development 
Task and Finish Group

 The Development Bank for Wales

For each of the above policies, as appropriate, we would like to see:

 Details of the costs and/or any work undertaken to assess the cost of 
delivering these policies in 2016-17;

 Information relating to how the delivery of the policy and its associated 
outcomes will be monitored and evaluated to demonstrate value for money.

We are also keen to see how equality, sustainability and consideration for the 
Welsh language have influenced budget allocations.

Preventative Spending

We are interested, as we were last year, in considering preventative spending as 
part of our scrutiny of the Draft Budget. The definition of preventative spending 
we are adopting for this purpose is: 

…spending which focuses on preventing problems and eases future demand 
on services by intervening early, thereby delivering better outcomes and 
value for money.

With this definition in mind, we request information on:

 The proportion of the Economy, Science and Transport budget allocated to 
preventative spending measures;

 Details of specific policies or programmes in your portfolio, relevant to the 
remit of this Committee, that are intended to be preventative and how in 
practice public services are being transformed to ensure they are sustainable 
in future; and

 How the value for money of such programmes is evaluated, with a particular 
focus on what the specific inputs and intended outcomes are.

Provision for Legislation

We would also like to see:

 Information on the extent to which any Welsh legislation that has been 
passed, is currently being passed, or is planned in the legislative programme, 



is likely to have any direct or indirect impact on your portfolio in the 2016-17 
financial year.

 How does the draft budget reflect the Welsh Government’s obligations 
under the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, specifically 
how were the duties under the Act considered in preparing the draft budget 
and how does it address the need to “maximise…[the Welsh 
Government’s]….contribution to achieving each of the wellbeing goals”.

 Information on the impact on the budget of the draft Wales Bill and any other 
UK legislation which has an impact on your portfolio area.

We would be grateful to receive the above information by 17 December 2015.

With many thanks for assisting us in our scrutiny work.

Yours sincerely

William Graham AM

Chair, Enterprise and Business Committee


